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An important point in the discussion of the causes of the crisis in Darfur is that declining rainfall and increased population have produced a “Malthusian” situation where pressures on a less-productive resource base have exploded into conflict.  But rainfall trends in western Sudan do not exhibit any significant declines in the 20 years prior to 2003 when the crisis began.  The environmental and population nexus, as a causal story of the Darfur crisis, must be carefully re-examined.
Annual total rainfall in six towns of Kordofan and Darfur, 1980-2005
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