
Introduction to Sudanese Arabic
- Five Lessons with Video -

by Shane Bauer
For UnderstandingSudan.org

University of California, Berkeley

Version 1.0, Published November 2008.
Further formatting changes and edits will continue.

Page numbers throughout document and in table of contents require updating.
Please send comments to martha@berkeley.edu

http://understandingsudan.org/
© 2008 UC Regents, All Rights Reserved

http://understandingsudan.org/


Contents
Course Introduction

Overview of Sudanese Arabic 1
About this course 1
Pronunciation 2
The particle an -- t �أن 3
Pronouns 3
Interrogatives 4

Chapter 1: Introductions
Lesson 1: Miryam (time code 0:00) 5
    vocabulary (5), conversation (5), past tense verbs (6)
Lesson 2: Mustafa (time code 0:33) 6
    vocabulary (6), conversation (6), form V verbs (7), demonstrative pronouns (7)
Lesson 3: Najaat (time code 2:01) 9
    vocabulary (9), conversation (9), present continual verbs (10), the prefixed
    imperfect (11)
Lesson 4: Ibrahim (time code 5:22) 12
    vocabulary (12), conversation (12), suffixes (13), future (13), possessive

     adjective (14)
Lesson 5: Ali (time code 6:52) 15
    vocabulary (15), conversation (15), numbers (16)

Chapter 2: Life and Culture in Sudan
Lesson 1: Mustafa (time code 0:00) 17
    vocabulary (17), conversation (17), the negative particle (18), “there is” (18)
Lesson 2: Najaat (time code 1:46) 18
    vocabulary (18), conversation (19), conditionals (19)

Chapter 3: Life in America Compared to Life in Sudan
Lesson 1: Ali (time code 0:00) 20
    vocabulary (20), conversation (20)
Lesson 2: Mustafa (time code 0:35) 21
    vocabulary (21), conversation (21), the verbal sentence (22)
Lesson 3: Najaat (time code 2:11) 22
    vocabulary (22), conversation (23)
Lesson 4: Ibrahim (3:39) 23
    vocabulary (23), conversation (23)
Lesson 5: Family conversation (4:33) 24
    vocabulary (24), conversation (24)

http://understandingsudan.org/
© 2008 UC Regents, All Rights Reserved

http://understandingsudan.org/


Chapter 4: Women in Sudan
Lesson 1: Najaat (time code 0:00) 25
    vocabulary (25), conversation (25)
Lesson 2: Miryam (time code 1:59) 26
    vocabulary (26), conversation (26)
Lesson 3: Mustafa (time code 1:22) 27
    vocabulary (27), conversation (27)
Lesson 4: Ali (time code 5:51) 28
    vocabulary (28), conversation (28)

Chapter 5: Arabic Dialects
Lesson 1: Ali (time code 0:00) 29
    vocabulary (29), conversation (29)
Lesson 2: Mustafa (time code 2:26) 30
    vocabulary (30), conversation (30)

Course Key 31

http://understandingsudan.org/
© 2008 UC Regents, All Rights Reserved

http://understandingsudan.org/

